Understanding Caribou Declines in
British Columbia

Woodland caribou are a species of great ecological importance and have significant cultural and
ecological value for people that call British Columbia (B.C.) home. Once abundant, many caribou herds
have declined steeply over the past several decades. The overall population in B.C. has gone from
approximately 40,000 animals to 15,500 currently. Caribou recovery is a key priority of the Government
of B.C., and a wide range of recovery actions have been implemented in caribou ranges. This
document outlines why caribou herds are declining, and what tools biologists are using to help recover
caribou populations.
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As a result of these changes to predator-prey dynamics, scientific evidence indicates that habitat
change resulting from the extraction of natural resources is the main factor leading to unsustainable
predation rates on caribou, and the leading proximate cause of woodland caribou declines.

A multi-lever approach is needed

To address these challenges for caribou populations, the Government of B.C. has adopted both
short-term and long-term recovery measures. A few examples of these are shown below. See other
summaries for more details on these measures and observed responses of B.C. caribou herds.
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