
    

Peary Caribou
Rangifer tarandus pearyi

Appearance 
Peary caribou, named after the man whom some believe was
the first to reach the North Pole, are the smallest North
American caribou. During the winter, they have a thick coat of
white fur. Their summer coat is short and dark.  Their thick
coats are made of hollow hairs that help trap warm air and
insulate their bodies. Both male and female caribou have
antlers. Peary caribou have short, broad, well furred ears, large
crescent shaped hooves and large furry muzzles. Females weigh
an average of 60 kg and males weigh an average of 110kg
although the weight of Peary caribou varies greatly depending
on geographic location, season and availability of food.

Food And Feeding
Purple saxifrage is one of the Peary caribou's favorite plants and
in June their muzzles may become stained purple. Because of
the limited biomass of plants in their range, Peary caribou will
eat almost any food available like grasses, sedges, lichens, wil-
low, saxifrage and mushrooms. Their sharp shovel-like hooves
allow them to dig through the snow to find food  

Behaviour 
Peary caribou migrate between summer and winter ranges,
sometimes moving between islands - up to 150 km each way.
Peary caribou use their speed to escape from predators like
wolves. The Peary caribou, like other caribou, are great swim-
mers. They are generally found travelling in small groups, graz-
ing along the way. In winter usually only 1 - 4 Peary caribou
are seen together, probably an adaptation to the small patches
of forage that are available. In summer, groups commonly
range from 1 - 12 caribou.

Range 
The Peary caribou
can be found on the
high arctic islands,
including Banks,
Prince of Whales,
Somerset and the
Queen Elizabeth
islands.

Habitat 
During the summer, Peary caribou are found on the upper slopes
of river valleys and uplands where the vegetation is richest. During
the winter, they inhabit areas where the snow is not too deep such
as rugged uplands, beach ridges and rocky outcrops.

Reproduction 
Male Peary caribou can reach sexual maturity in their second year
and females in the third. Females will mate sometime in the fall and
after a gestation period of 7.5 to 8 months one calf is born. In some
severely cold years, most calves in a population may not survive.
However, the long term survival of populations depends more on
the survival of the females and their ability to breed in following
years.

Status Survival and Management
According to the Nunavut Wild Species 2000 report, the status of
Peary caribou is sensitive. Peary caribou may live 15 years in the
wild, but rarely do. Various studies and recovery projects are under-
way to ensure the continued survival of the Peary caribou. The
Inuit of Resolute Bay have restricted their harvesting of this popu-
lation since 1975. 

Other Species in Nunavut
The existence of the 'arctic islands' caribou is an ongoing debate
not only among scientists but among traditional knowledge sup-
porters as well. Some believe that this species is different from both
barrenground and Peary caribou while others do not believe the
differences are great enough to distinguish them as a subspecies.

Did You Know?
The name caribou comes from the Micmac's name xalibu which
means 'the pawer' and refers to the caribou's habit of pawing the
ground to uncover lichens. 
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33ff55yy55gguu gg44gg
Rangifer tarandus pearyi

bbss55ggzz
d5t4g3usi g4gw5, x5t6bsMs3ym+JZlx5 bw5hmi c9l̀N5
d5t4gjxEMs6t9lQ5 bwo3LiQ5 ur̀M5 g4gw5 xuxoZw
kNq8i3usk5.   srsao|Cz5 xuq5
g3D6t5g7mEsc5b6g5 cf3y9lt[l. x7ml xs/so|Cz5
u6fq5 n[Zsoc5b6g5 c+Ji3nso3Lt[l.   Wlq5
+xr4ym3mb xgi h5lc3Lt4 Wlq5 xbsy6
wv+Jt7mEQ/sJ6 s3+f5JtQ/s7mE4Li tuq8k5
hFT0JtQc5b3mA h9lc3iq8k5. x3N9lZlxDi
xan5~lZlxDi bm3u4 N[Jc3gw8NsJ5. d5t4gu4 g4gw5
ystq5 Nw5g9MEflw5 yovb1N6g5 g3D+J5lt[l,
slx1Ns3+fpJi4 frc3g5 wyzq5, x7ml ud6f3g9lt4
y[Aq5. x3N9lw5 sdmw8icXlc5b6g5 b]mi ^)
rlf|C7{i4 x7ml xan9lq5 b]mi !!) rlf|C7{i4
sdmw8ic3X[Lt4, ryxio sdmw8iq5 x0p}Qc5bq7uJ5
kNQ/t4 mo[LA, srsf9l xs/s/|Cz9l
ie4nc5tx3iq8k5, ie4nc5txq8iq8k9l mo[lQ5
sdmw8iq5 x0p}Qc5bq5g5.

ii33rrqq55 xx77mmll iiEEAAyyqq55
xsWM4gYx5 ie9lxbEc5b6bq5 x7ml sW31]Zf5
xs/zk5 tr9LA iEc5b3i3uk5 y[Aq5 w5n4ymoc5b6g5
xsWM5gYxDJ1u4.  kNQ/q5 WD34gc5txc5bq8iq8k5
iEc5b6g5 WD3gFigw8N3i4 mimJgwN3i4 +h3l mfiz
kNC3i4, scs/DJ1i4, xsWM5gYxi4, x7ml SJ3i4.
xSt4f9l x[Zc5b6g5 sMu6}g/i4 frc3i3uk5
ir4n6ys3Lt4.

wwoo66ffyyqq55
d5t4g3us5 g4gq5 Whc5b6g5 xs/4f5 srs4f9l ,
ẁM8i4f5 er6bu5 er6b4v8i3k5 ~kc5b6g5 b]mi ẁM8i4f5
szy4ic4X4Lt4 !%) rM}ubi4 x?7jC6t9lA xgi.
d5t4gu4 g4gw5 h4v+Ji3uk5 moZhx6gi4 Xzo4gi4
xm6fi4 emwc5b6g5. d5t4gu4 g4gw5, g4ggw8N6bs6
xyqtg5 Sw0/D8N5tx3uJ5 wm4f5.  bf/sZJ4g5 vtUJ5
skq5gf~l9lt4, wqCct}Q4X4Lt[l vtU9lt4.   srs4f5
ẁM8i wkgxa9lt4 tnmw8Ns9lt[~l8̀i5 bf/sc5b6g5
vtzJ5, w7m|c whmQ/symJ5 skq0JtQc5b6bq5

ie4nc5txq8iq8k5
kNu4.  xs/4f9o
b f / s Z J 1 i 3 n w 5
xu+hi3ns9lt4 b]msz
! @ -q 8 k x c 5 b 6 g 5
vtUJ5.

ssXXZZqq55
d5t4gu4 g4gw5
b f / s J 8 N 6 g 5
d5t4g3us5 er3bq8i,
Wlx6gu |b4fNi
w]vBxs er6|blxi,

r4ZF4, +fZNJ1u, x7ml g0/5 er3bdtz8i.

wwiiqq55
xs/so|Cz5, d5t4gu4 g4gw5 bf/sZJ1i3nw5 N3nDJ1i
mnsiDJ1i yFz]/3iDJ1il ie4nc5tx3iq8i kNu.
srsat9lAo, bf/sZJ1i3nsc5b6g5 xStr8ixi kNu +h3l
b]mi d5t1i3u, w4Wcsiq8il x7ml e[Acs3iq8i.

eegg33qqssDDyyqq55
xan9lw5 koxD8N3yc5b6g5 x3|CAco|Czu4 m3Dw8̀N1i4,
x7ml bm4fx x3N9lw5 kosoc5b6g5 Wzhi4 x3|CAco|Czu4.
x3N9lw5 kosc5b3mb srx4]n4f5 x7ml w9Msc6X[Lt4 bei4
&.% x7ml * xf8iDJxi w3ixc6X[Lt[l xbsy3u4.
ẁM8i4f5 i[MhF[Jxo|Cz5, bm4fx k3Cflw5 wMq5
w~kq8ND8Nc5bq5g5. bwmw4vlx6t9lA, x3N9lw5
w~kf|bc5b3iq5 X6r4y5txc5b6g5 k3Cstui4 x]mm4t5tx3i4f5
WD3nw5tx3X4Lt[l.

33vvkkwwoo33iiqq55,, ww~~kkZZhhAA88NN33iiqq55 xx77mmll xxssMMbbssiiqq55
kN]K5 i3Jtq5 si4vsyst9lQ5 @)))-u, d5t4gu4 g4gw5
x5b3N6g}uDJ1iC6bsMs3ymJ5 whmQ/sJ5
skD8̀i3X5oxixChQ/s9lt4.   w7m|c w~kycD8N6g5 bm4fx
d5t4gu4 g4gw5 x3|CAk5 !%-k5, ryxio skq5g5 bwm8NtQ
w~k{h/D8Nlxq5g5.  ]m8N cspn6bs?9oxJ5 x7ml
cspnw1uJ5 ck6 sk3y?9oxJ8N3m1]Zb bm8N
WoExa?9oxJ6 ka5tx7mEdNQ5 bm4fx d5t4g3u g4gq5.

xxyyqq55 ]]ssmmJJ55 kkNNKK55uu
kNw5 er6bw5 d5t4gu bm4fx scsys?9oxq8N6g5
cspn6tk5 |b4fkzgxaq7m5 x7ml |b4fx wkw5
cspm/gcqtA5 W6fỳo5 bmguz5bs6 wvJ6gwic3u1mb.
wkw5 wMq5 xuh5 s4WDh1mb g4}gctq8k5
x0psq8iC3bs9lt4 ryxio wMq5bs6 s4WDh4r9lt4
g4}gctq8k5 x0pgw8NENhQ/s9lt4 bwm8Nwt9lA
slExhlxq5g5 x4g6bsJ8NExq8k5 x5b3̀NeJk5.

33vvssppmm||FF55VV
bw/sic3g6 rxE]S caribou n6rbsMs3ym1m5 u4]m4k5 x9Mk5
bw|AyqtA5 rxE]S caribou gec6Li  x[Zti4 x7ml
g|Czic3Li bw/siq5 ie4n3yso|Czu4 x[Z4X1iq8k5. 

gnZ4nw5 ]smJ5 u4]nk5

                                                      


