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MESOCOSMS ARE LARGE, UNIFORM CONTAINERS USED TO EMULATE NATURAL SYSTEMS
FOR EXPERIMENTAL STUDIES. THEY PROVIDE THE UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY TO CONDUCT
SEMI-CONTROLLED AND REPLICATED EXPERIMENTS UNDER 'REAL-WORLD' CONDITIONS,
SUCH AS DAILY AND SEASONAL CYCLES, WEATHER PATTERNS AND INCORPORATION OF
RELEVANT LIVING ORGANISMS.

The InnoTech Alberta Mesocosm Facility, located in Vegreville, Alberta, was built in
2015-2016 and currently contains 30 below-ground and 16 above-ground mesocosms.

The facility provides a venue
for researchers to conduct
experiments that address
some of Alberta’s more
complex and pressing
environmental challenges.
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Mesocosms are multipurpose and can be
adapted for a range of studies. To date,
most studies at the facility have focused on
materials, like soils and water, that contain
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