
Fire Management For Prince Albert National Park - Planned and Random Ignition 

Prescribed Burns. 

Jeff Weir - Vegetation Specialist - Prince Albert National Park 

A modified fire management strategy has been developed for Prince Albert National 

Park as the historic full suppression strategy is no longer consistent with the Park’s 

mandate to protect for all time the ecological integrity of an area representative of the 

Southern Boreal Plains and Plateaux natural region. In order to maintain the ecological 

integrity of this region, ecological processes such as wildfire must be managed with 

minimal interference. The intent of the full suppression strategy was to minimize the area 

burned and consequently to exclude this process from the region. A recent study of the 

Park’s fire frequency has documented a significant change to less frequent fire 

disturbance since 1945 which has been attributed, in part, to fire suppression actions. 

Consequently, a modified fire management strategy has been developed that is intended 

to restore the ecological role of fire in Prince Albert National Park. 

Within the logistical limitations of the Park, random ignition wildfires will be allowed to 

burn in the containment fire management unit , figurel, provided they meet previously 

approved conditions described in random ignition prescribed burn plans. A continuous 

fuel break will be created around the perimeter of the containment unit by implementing 

planned ignition prescribed burns. The fuel break will consist of a wide strip of land on 

which the vegetation is naturally or otherwise less flammable than that surrounding it so 

that fires burning onto these lands can be more readily controlled. If a fire threatens to 

escape the unit, it will be suppressed directly or indirectly along the fuel break. The fuel 
break will be established incrementally and where possible will utilize existing landscape 

feature that facilitate the control of wildfires. The containment fire management strategy 
will be progressively implemented as containment opportunities for localized areas in the 

unit are created. 

A full suppression unit will surround the containment unit, figure 1. In this unit wildfires 

will be suppressed in a manner that is designed to extinguish the fire as quickly as 

possible. The fire management strategy of this unit is consistent with that of adjacent 

Provincial lands. Consequently, this unit serves to buffer the difference between the 

Provincial full suppression and Park containment fire management strategy.. 

The Canadian Fire Behaviour Prediction (FBP) Model, and historic weather data bases 

will be used to develop prescribed burn plans. Prior to their approval these plans will be 

reviewed nationally by Parks Canada fire behaviour experts. They will also be reviewed 

by Saskatchewan Environment and Resource Management (Forest Protection and Fire 

Management Branch) and Weverhaeuser Canada Ltd. (Saskatchewan Timberlands) 

personnel. These prescribed burn plans will be revised to minimize area of concern 

before they are submitted for approval to the Park Superintendent. 
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The risk of wildfires burning valued Park and Provincial resources will be minimized by 
ensuring that associated hazard reduction strategies are developed and implemented. 

Throughout the implementation of this strategy, the Park recognizes the partnership role 

of Saskatchewan Environment and Resource Management (Forest Protection and Fire 

Management, and Ecosystem 

Management Branches) and Weyerhaeuser Canada Ltd. (Saskatchewan Timberlands). 

The Park is committed to communicating and working closely with these partners. It will 

also communicate with municipal and First Nation governments, adjacent landowners, 

park and provincial stakeholder groups, and the general public. Feedback from these 

groups is encouraged and will be reviewed annually by Park managers. Where the Parks 

mandate will allow, the Parks fire management plan will be revised in order to minimize 

areas of concern. 
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Figure 1: Map of Prince Albert National Park showing the location of 

Suppression and Containment Fire Management Units. 
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